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Resolution #2 

 
Resolution Commending the State’s Efforts to Improve Cyber Security for 

Election Systems, and Calling for Expanding those Efforts to include all 
County Information Systems 

 
WHEREAS, in New York State, counties are responsible for managing election 

operations, which includes maintaining voting machines, voter databases, and all of the 

processes that go into holding federal, state, and local elections each year; and 

 
WHEREAS, as the 2016 elections approached, it became increasingly clear that bad 

actors were trying to hack into the information systems and databases maintained by 

boards of elections across the United States of America, including in New York; and 

 
WHEREAS, the New York State Cyber Security Council, the New York State Police, 

Homeland Security, and the State Board of Elections encouraged counties to bolster 

security over their election IT systems to ensure that systems had not been 

compromised; and 

 
WHEREAS, in his State of the State Address and Executive 2018-19 State Budget 

proposal, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo proposed a four-pronged approach to further 

strengthen cyber protections for New York's elections infrastructure that includes 

creating an election support center, developing an elections cyber security support 

toolkit, providing cyber risk vulnerability assessments and support for local boards of 

elections, and requiring counties to report data breaches to state authorities; and 

 
WHEREAS, all county IT systems, including but not limited to election systems, are 

more vulnerable than ever to bad actors trying to infiltrate, access, and hold hostage the 

wide range of data managed by counties; and 

 
WHEREAS, county governments maintain IT systems that house a range of sensitive 

personal information; and 

 
WHEREAS, county governments maintain the voter database, sensitive personal 

information, and even DMV-related personal information; and 

 
WHEREAS, the threat to our counties is real and constitutes a cyber emergency based 

on recent attacks by cybercriminals; and 



WHEREAS, counties continue to use best efforts to secure and shield our systems, 

but often do not have the resources necessary to properly perform risk assessments to 

protect our IT infrastructure. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 

Counties (NYSAC) calls on the state to extend their support of board of election risk 

assessment exercises to other county information systems, and provide access to 

either through grants from an additional pool of state funding, from the State Board 

of Elections, the Department of Homeland Security, or from another appropriate 

state agency; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 

to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State 

Board of Elections, and all others deemed necessary and proper. 

 


